CHAPTER  V
Psychical Research
IN the nineties, at the instance of F. H. W. Myers, I attended a considerable number of seances at which abnormal physical effects were supposed to be produced. This was the only kind I went to see. I did not attend any demonstrations of thought transference, or those where the medium showed a knowledge of one's personal affairs which she could not have acquired by natural means. The results were very disappointing; at all but two of those I attended nothing whatever happened, and in the two where something did there were very strong reasons for suspecting fraud. The first of these was given by an American slate-writer, Eglinton, whose seances had received a good deal of attention from the Press. He claimed to be able to get messages written on slates under circumstances which precluded human agency. I went with Myers and Mr H. J. Hood, who at that time took a prominent part in psychical research, to his room, near, I think, to the Marble Arch. Eglinton took a slate which we were allowed to examine, and we found no reason to suspect that it was anything but an. ordinary school slate. He then broke a small piece off a slate pencil, and placed the fragment on the top of the slate. We then sat down at a trestle table ; he sat at one end, I held his right hand with my left, and with his left hand he held the slate under the table. The piece of slate pencil was between the bottom of the table and the top
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